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drawn to the practical success of the Lebaudy dirigible balloon in France. This airship, with a total lifting capacity of about 7,500 pounds, had made a large number of short voyages and had been adopted by the French Government as a military machine. It at once occurred to me that if this type of airship was good enough for the purposes of war, it ought to be good enough for geographic exploration, as an instrument with which to extend man's knowledge of the earth. And action quickly followed the inspiration.